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w ER Mazeffy hath exprefled fo affectionate 
and tender a Regard for that Religion, of 
which She is by Her Royal ce the 
Head, and the great Ornament by Her 
Example, that we have no Reafon to 
ubt, but as She has in fo remarkable a manner fup- 
rted and enlarged the Proteftant Intereff abroad, She 
li extend the fame pious Care for the Honour and 
elfure of the Church of England. at home, and en- 
urage all honeft Attempts that fhall be made, for 
foring Her Difcipline, Beautitying Her Worfhi 

d Puritying Her trom thofe many Cortuptions whic 

Malice of fome hath introduced, and the Luke- 
mnefs of others hath permitted to grow intoCGu- 
m and Precedent. The Mini/fry, who have figr 

ied themfelves in fo good a Caufe, and run fuch Ha- 
in Refcuing the Church from. the Dangers that 
earned Her on-every Side, will, no doubt, ie 
the Royal Zeal with their beft Councels, for acs 
mplifhing a Work, which alone can fix them in the 


of the People, and the Enjo of thofe Dig- bout, 


ies they have fo well merited; which feéms to be the 
Dt proper Expedient for’ bringing about that happy 
ion and Peace within our felves, fo much defired 
dll good Men, and the only Means to make us the 
ad of the Reformed, a Pattern and Model worthy. to 
follow'd by the Proteffant Churches of Europe, and 
unfurmountable Barrier and formidable Enemy to 
) Ty. 
he better to heal our ptefent Divifions, and to pre- 
t the fpreading of that contagious Diftemper, it 
y not be amifs to enquire into the true Nature of 
m, and to what Principles they owe their Original. 
want of a Dernier Refort, or Fudge of Controverfie, 
1 of a Due Regulation of all publick Difputes,.in 
ef to, ptevent their becoming Perplex’d or Trifling 
ceflary or Endlefs, hath been the Occafion o 
at Trouble to the Minds of Men, Hath contributed 
much tothe Growth of Superftition and Enthu- 
t, and made Religion a Ball of Contention thrown 
among us, which koe make ufe of as a Diverfion, 
I otliers as 2 good Reafon for pairing and Fall- 
out with their Neighbours. Hence it came fo pafs 
t the Prefs being open, and every one who could 
it, as fomie’ People “Pray, that is Exxtempore and 
hgut Premeditarion, being at Liberty to call Preju- 
» Tsou, Intercft, Spite, Spleen, Paffion, or Conceit, 
the venerable Name of Confcience, and to vent the 
tates OF thofe Wretched Promprers under that Sacred 
brage, the State of Religion, as it has for fome 
¢ flood among the Exglifh Writers in Divinity, is fo 
y Intricate and Uncertain, that one cannot well 
gine 2 more confufed, abfurd, inconfiftent Medley. 
“istortune was, that the Authors of thefe Novel- 
b 2d their Followers, had work'd themfelves into 





the Body of a Party, at that time predominant, and 
thereby made it neceflary for the Leaders to Counte- 
nance and Encourage them inal) their Extravagances: 
You might then have feen Religion in all manner of 
Difguifes, Setious and Comical, Frightful arid Enter- 
taining, Some made a Jeft of it, and treated it as a Ro- 
mance of the oldeft Date, or a Compofition in Burs 
lefque : Others recommended it as a Bitter Pill, and fer 
it off with an affected Grimace, and a fower Cant, as if 
it had been a Raw-head or a Scare-crow for Children and 
Cowards, The Men of Mifchief'and Engineers of Con- 
fufion reforted to it, as a Sanétuary for all manner of 
Treafon and ee Somie were content to ufe it 
only as a Word which they found in their Dittionaries ; 
and others regarded it no fatther than asa Thefis or 
Subjeft, upon which they were to write well, and thew 
their Parts in order to become worthy the Notice and 

your of the Worlds Not a few confidet’d it as a 
Lgliion, altetable at Pleafure; and too many as a 

rade, which thofe who got by were to be moft bufie 
and thofe who had n for any of its Com- 
modities, to esate them as cheap as poflible, ~Ac- 
cording to unhappy Mixture, you had the Byf- 


foon’s Religion, the Layman’s Religion, the Clergyman’s 
t 


Religion, the Tradefman’s Religion, the Politician’s Re- 
ligion, the Di caer Hel ion, as many Religions 
as there were Parties, Proteffions, and Inclinations ftir- 
ing, all wotk'd up toa Compound, and comprehend- 
ed under the Name of Protefant ; fo that it ea 
Reflection upon a Man to write of Religion in imita- 
tion of his Forefathers, and was enough to call his 
Parts in Queftion, if his Divinity had not fome new 
Difcovery in it, fome: Whim or Notion, never heard of 
before. Thofe of the Church, who were well with the 
then Reigning Party, inflead of applying a Cure to thefé 
Diforders, were taught to on look them with refpeét, and 
the more they grew into Credit, to favour them the 
mote, as being the refult of Perfuafion and Conjcience : 
For the Prime Managers found their Account in this 
Spirit of im, Sere Diffention ; becaufe whatever 
rojects cheir tion og Avarice might prompt 
them to enter upon, they fhould always have one Se& 
o another te ftand by nthe Wedd ane their Un- 
ertakings, by perfuading t 0 That it was the 
Work of the Lord. Nor was this all: For they drew in 
as marly of the Clergy as they could, not only to Con- 
nive at this wretched Medley, and by Preaching up 


Peace and Moderation, to_prevent their falling foul of 


one another, that they might carry on the main Defign 
with greater Uganimity and Succefs ; but bribed chem 
with Fayours, to- promote the Caufé of Diffention, 
and multiply Divifion; by inventing new Doétrines, b 
farting frelh Difficulties, and loading the Prefs wi 
ever now and then a Novelty or Monffer in Religion, fit 
for Show and Entertainment: ~~ i 

‘ have 
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I have reafor to hope, that the Regulation of the 
Prefs; now vinder Debate, will put a confiderable ftop 
to this growing Evil; but there is a very pernicious 
Principle, of a more fubtle kind, which Laws 


cannot fo well provide againft, and yet if it be not Dif- , 


countenanc’d and Confuted in time, may do. more Mif- 
chief to the Church, by cunningly Sapping and Under- 
miningits Foundations, than any open Force or Attack, 
tho’ never fo well concerted. WhatI mean is a Mi- 
ftaken Notion of Charity, which has given rife to moft of 
the Atrempts, that have of late been made upon Re- 
ligion with any tolerable _— of Succefs ; and is an 
Astifice and Fallacy, which, by a pretended. near re- 
femblance to Reafon and Vertue, very eafily impofes 
apon the Weak and Unwary, and leads them into many 
dangerous Errors. 

All the great Mafters of Delufion, and thofe who 
have endeayour'd to corrupt Religion, for Worldly 
Ends, with a better Grace than ordinary, have wrote 
whole Traéts upon the_ fingle Authority_.of Unlimited 
Charity, and given this as the grand. Fundamegtal Rea- 
fon for altering. Church Govefriment, or introducing 
fuch Novelties as’ were for their Purpofé. When they 
treat of any Do@trine or part of Ecclefiaftical Difcipline, 
their way is not to prove or difprove it by meh as 
explain‘d by the Senfe of the Firft Pure Ages ; but after 
a long infipid Encomium on Charity (Gn it {elf the great- 
eftof Vertues, and by Confequence, when Corrupted, 
the greateft of Vices) but they look out for fome Seft 
or Body of Men, who Cueftion or perhaps Deny that 
Article, or Point in difpute, and then in pure Charity 
to their Souls, and for fear of Damning them, either 
they mince and temper the Doéirine fo, that it -fhall be- 
come Needlefs and Indifferent, or roundly deny and 
give it up to the Adverfary. Thus the Writers on Epif- 
copacy Trifle away the Divine Original of that Order 
and the Rights ot Preaching, Bapti{m, Confirmation and 
Lmpofitwn o Hands, as.annex'd to it, or held by Depu- 
tation from it, out of. & refpe& to the Presbyte- 
rians, or fome of the-Reform'd Abroad, and for tear of 
Uncbhurching them. They, who treat of Schifm, muft 
be very tender of the Guilt of it, leaft they fhould be 
thought o reflec on Scrupulous Conftiences, or on 
thofe who have excus’d them from the Penalty. We 
have many Authors, who would perhaps have ftuck to 
the Doftrine of Obedience to Princes, as once they pro- 
feffed it ; but in complaifance to fome Political Incidents, - 
and out of Charity to thofe who had too deep a Hand 
in them, they are forced to give up the Bible to their 
Patrons, and to Times and Seafons. Others have a Mo- 
deration and Genius fo very Comprehenfive, as to ex- 

lain the whole Sett of Articles, in favour of thofe 
Cas and Herefies they were made to difcriminate us 
from, and let in the Church's Enemies, by a Breach in 
the firongeft Rampart, that was made to keep them 
out. Occafional Conformity has been reprefented as an 
Atk of -Hofpitality, anda Civil Vifit in the way of Spiri- 
tuals ; whilft Excommunication was tae up to make 
room for Comprehenfion, and with thofe very Keys 
which, after fetting its Doors wide open, the Charc 
furrendred to the Diffenters, their Preachers now Lock 
up their own Communicants, and fecure them from 
breaking Pale at Difcretion. The fame Charitable Dif- 
pofision led no fmall Number of Authors into a vain 
iftake of reconciling the Church to our Tolerated Seéts, 
by parting with a few Forms; when the very Offer has 
embolden‘dthem to make a home Pufh for the Whole. 
Ont of Charity to the Deifts, Nature has been advanc’d 








above Grace, and Reafon above Revelation. Out bf 
rity to the Libertines, the Eternity of Hell-Tormen!,; 
been render’d Uncertain. To encourage the Gentile. 
. come in, Faith-has been expos’d as a meer Specul ay 
Faculty, not fit to be compar'd with Moral Honefty 
the good Old Pagan Vertues: And to thew our Cay) 
and saggy ete to domeftick Jnfidels and F,, 
Thinkers, we have large Volumes written purely api 
all Creeds, Conffitutions, Fences, aud* Exclehyiica Sexi 
ments, as the Contrivances of hog bs and Encroay 
ments upon'the Liberties of Human Nature. 
We fee the Guilt of this miftaken Charity in , 
Confequences ; and doubtlefs'there can be no grey, 
Crime than to Ufurp the Prerogative of the Almigh 
by prefuming to Cancel his Laws-withour his Leave , 
i what he -has Condemn’d, and to Par, 
where he exa&ts ‘a Penalt¥. To take upon us to Fors 
Sins, not by a Pretended Deputation from GOD), 
in dire&t Oppofition to him, is a Strain beyond P; 
Lo-the Law and to the Tefimony, was the Good () 
Rule, and Standard of Chriffianity. When we have 
Written Word before us, and thereby know what is C» 
manded and what Forbidden, we cannot alter or 14 
any Part of our Duty, without a Power to make 5 
ture ; and to this we fhould adhere with the uty 
igour, without either enquiring into, or being, 
fwerable for the Confequences. By leaving ‘Ir 
reflors to the Infinite Mercy of GOD, we they 
higher degree of Charity, than by prefuming to Par 
them our-felves, without any Authority. Indeed tly 
cannot be a greater Uncharicablenefs to our felves z 
others, than to footh them in their Vices and Mihi 
by fharing the Guilt, and fill the Church with Co 
tions by our Example. The Creeds and Articles x 
Sacred Depofitum, which is not ours to Curtail or 
with, as we pleafe; and however we may value; 
felves upon a end Complaifance, yet Conthy 
Uprightnefs, Unchangeablenefs, and Perfeverance, 
much more taking Vertues in the Eyes of others, ) 
more readily convince them that we Believe wha 
Profefs, and thereby win them over fo much the fog 
as Sincerity has vaftly the Advantage of Inftability 
Prevarication. By the fame Rule, is which we 
up any Known Dottrine and Right vs Church toa 
or Fatlon, we may give up the Whole of Chrifis 
to the — World; wvhiole Numbers are greater, 
Souls as to GOD, their Prejudices ftronger, 
their Ignorance more excufable. 





ADVERTISEMENT. 


*4.* There is now Publifhed, and fo wil 
continued every Tuefday, Thurfday and Saturds, 
Paper, Entituled, MERCATOR: Or, Comm 
Retriev’d; being, Confiderations on the State of 
Britifh Trade ; particularly asit refpe@ts Holland, fi 
ders and the Dutch Barrier; the Trade to and 
France, the Trade to Portugal, to Spain, and the ll 
Indies, and the Fifheries of Newfound-land, and 
Scotia : With other Matters and Advantages acci 
to Great Britain by the Treaties of Peace and 
merce, lately concluded at Utrecht. The whole 
Founded upon juft Authorities, faithfully Collected ! 
Authentick Papers ; and now made Publick for Ges 
Information. Printed for Benj. Tooke at the T: 
gate, and Jobs Barber on Lambeth-bill, 1713. 
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LONDON: Printed for John Morphew, near Stationers-Hall. 1713. 







































ee, ee, ee A eee a el 


_ 


